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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

• Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

• If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 18 October 2004 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)G3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 20-22.25-28,30-34,36.37.39 and 42 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 20-22. 25-28. 30-34. 36. 37. 39. and 42 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) S The drawing(s) filed on 29 January 2002 is/are: a)D accepted or b)S objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 


1 . Claims 20-22, 25-28, 30-34, 36, 37, 39, and 42 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 20-22, 25-28, 30-34, 36, 37, 39, and 42 are rejected under 35 USC 102 
(b) as being unpatentable over US Patent # 5,841 ,426 ("Dodson et al."). 

As per claim 20, Dodson et al. teach an input device (10) comprising a base 
member Fig.1 (12); and a top surface Fig.1 (26) corresponding to an integral top 
member cooperating with the base member to form a housing of the input device that 
encases internal components of the input device, the integral top member moving 
relative to the base member to provide a clicking action, the integral top member being 
movably coupled to the base member, the top surface 26 of figure 1 inherently has two 
positions, a position when it is at rest away from the base member (no action is needed) 
and a position when a foot is placed on the top surface 26 for clicking action and cursor 
control corresponding to the integral top member being capable of moving between a 
first position, placing the integral top member away from the base member and a 
second position, placing the integral top member towards the base member. 
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As per claim 21, Dodson et al. teach a signal generator Fig.1 (14) corresponding 
to the internal components include electronics associated with moving a cursor on a 
display. 

As per claim 22, Dodson et al. teach a base Fig.1 (12) corresponding to wherein 
the base member is configured to make moving contact with a surface. 

As per claim 25, Dodson et al. teach a platform Fig.1 (18) uses to place the 
operator foot and the platform 18 will make contact with switches 32 and 38 
corresponding to wherein the clicking action is implemented by moving the integral top 
member to the second position. 

As per claim 26, Dodson et al. teach a biasing a ball and socket joint may be 
provided with a spring for urging base 18 into a predetermined position relative to the 
base 12 (column 3, lines 50-52) corresponding to a spring pad for biasing the integral 
top member in the first position. 

As per claims 27 and 28, Dodson et al. teach a top surface 26 which inclined 
when base 12 is supported on a horizontal surface corresponding wherein the integral 
top member is pivotally coupled to the base member and wherein the integral top 
member includes a pair of pivots Fig.1 (32 and 38), and wherein the base member 
includes a pair of snap mechanisms that mate with the pair of pivots. 

As per claim 30, Dodson et al. teach switches Fig.1 (32 and 380 corresponding 
to wherein an electronic switch is coupled to the base member, and wherein the integral 
top member includes an elongated member for engaging the electronic switch. 
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As per claim 31, Dodson et al. teach a top member Fig.1 (26) corresponding to 
wherein the integral top member has no separate mechanical buttons disposed thereon. 

As per claim 32, Dodson et al. teach a base member Fig.1 (12) corresponding to 
a bottom member configured to make moving contact with a surface; a top surface Fig.1 
(26) corresponding to a top member mechanically coupled with the base member to 
form the mouse housing and to encase said mouse (electronics Fig.3), the top surface 
26 of figure 1 inherently has two positions, a position when it is at rest away from the 
base member (no action is needed) and a position when a foot is placed on the top 
surface 26 for clicking action and cursor control corresponding to the top member 
defining the entire top surface of the mouse housing, the top member moving relative to 
• the bottom member between a first position, placing the top member away from the 
bottom member and a second position, placing the top member towards the bottom 
member, so as to implement a clicking action, the entire top member serving as a 
movable button for implementing the clicking action; and switches Fig.1 (32 and 38) 
corresponding to an electronic switch disposed inside the mouse housing, the electronic 
switch being activated by said clicking action so as to perform an onscreen action. 

As per claim 33, Dodson et al. teach a signal generator Fig.1 (14) corresponding 
to a mechanism for generating cursor control signals, the mechanism being carried by 
the bottom member. 

As per claim 34, Dodson et al. teach a ball Fig.1 (16) corresponding to wherein 
the mechanism is a trackball or optical electronics. 
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As per claim 36, Dodson et al. teach a base member Fig.1 (12); and a top 
surface Fig.1 (26) corresponding to a top member cooperating with the base member to 
form a housing of the input device that substantially (figure 3) encloses internal 
components of the input device, a top surface Fig.1 (26) corresponding to the top 
member defining the entire top surface of the housing, the top member moving relative 
to the base member to provide a clicking action, the entire top member serving as a 
button for actuating an internal electronic switch (switches 32 and 38) configured to 
register the clicking action as an input to the electronics of the input device. 

As per claim 37, Dodson et al. teach a top surface Fig.1 (26) corresponding to 
wherein the top member is a single piece having no separate mechanical buttons 
disposed thereon. 

As per claim 39, Dodson et al. teach a top surface Fig.1 (26) corresponding to 
wherein the integral top member forms the entire top portion of the housing. 

As per claim 42, Dodson et al. teach a base member configured to make moving 
contact with a surface; an integral top member mechanically coupled to the base 
member to encase the electronics, the integral top member and the base member being 
coupled and engaged in a manner that allows the integral top member to serve as a 
button for activating an internal electronic switch to register palm clicking as an input to 
the electronics. 

Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
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examiner should be directed to Jean Lesperance whose telephone number is (703) 
308-6413. The examiner can normally be reached on from Monday to Friday between 
8:OOAM and 4:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Hjerpe, can be reached on (703) 305-4709 . 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 


Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal 
drive, Arlington, VA, Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the technology Center 2600 Customer Service Office 
whose telephone number is (703) 306-0377. 
Jean Lesperance 


Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 


Washington, D.C. 20231 


or faxed to: 


(703) 872-9314 (for Technology Center 2600 only) 
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